CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THE 

CHITIMACHA TRIBE OF LOUISIANA 


PREAMBLE 

We, the Chitimacha Indians of Louisiana, desiring to establish an 
organization for our common welfare and benefit, do hereby adopt 
and proclaim the following constitution. 


ARTICLE I - NAME 

The name of this organization shall be the Chitiraacha Tribe of 
Louisiana. 


ARTICLE II - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Chitiraacha Tribe of Louisiana shall extend 
to all lands now held, or hereafter acquired, by or for the 
Chitimacha Tribe. 


ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 . The membership of the Chitimacha Tribe shall consist of 

(a) All Chitimacha Indians living on the date of approval of 
this constitution, 

(1) Whose names appear on the Annuity Pay Roll of 1926, 
Claim 374514, which was received and recorded by 
the Office of Indian Affairs on October 18, 1926, 
or the revised census roll of June 1959, of record 
at the Choctaw Indian Agency, Philadelphia, 

Mississippi, or 

(2) Who are lineal descendants of such persons provided 
such descendants possess at least one-sixteenth (1/16) 

/ degree Chitiraacha Indian blood and provided further, 

such descendants apply for membership and furnish birth 
certificates or other sufficient evidence to prove 
their ancestry. 



(b) Any child of one-sixteenth (1/16) degree or more Chitimacha 
Indian blood born to any enrolled member of the tribe after 
the approval of this constitution shall be entitled to 
membership. 

Sec. 2 . The tribal council shall have the power to correct the 
membership roll, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
at any time. 

Sec. 3 . The burden of proof rests upon the applicant to establish 
his eligibility for enrollment. 

Sec. 4 . Enrollment Ordinances . The tribal council shall have the 
power to pass ordinances, subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior, governing future membership, loss of membership, and 
the adoption of new members, provided that no person of less than 
one-sixteenth (1/16) degree Chitimacha Indian blood shall be admitted 
to membership in the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana. 


ARTICLE IV - ASSIGNMENT OF TRIBAL LANDS 

Section 1 . The members of the Chitimacha Tribe now occupying home 
sites on tribal land may continue to occupy such as their home sites, 
the remaining acreage to be available for present and future assign- 
ments. The use and assignment of tribal land shall be in accordance 
with an ordinance enacted by the tribal council, which shall be 
subject to approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 2. Upon the death of any member, male or female, now married 
to a non- Indian, the home site of such member shall continue to 
be occupied by the non-Indian husband or wife until said non- 
Indian person's death, provided that this non- Indian person does 
not remarry a non- Indian. Should he or she remarry a non-Indian, 
the assignment shall be cancelled, but any improvements accumulated 
on the land during the marriage of the non-Indian and the member of 
the Chitimacha Tribe or during the occupancy by said non-Indian 
■after the death of the spouse, may be appraised and sold, the pro- 
ceeds to be paid to the surviving spouse, or such improvements may 
be removed from the land in accordance with the land assignment 
ordinance. 

Sec. 3 . Upon the death of any member or non-Indian surviving spouse 
who did not remarry, the homesite and improvements may continue to 
be occupied by the heirs or assignees, provided they qualify for 
membership in the tribe. 
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ARTICLE V - GOVERNING BODY 


Section 1 . Composition . The governing body of the Chitimacha Tribe 
shall be the Chitimacha Tribal Council, a five-member body composed 
of a chairman, vice-chairman and secretary-treasurer, who reside 
on the Chitimacha Reservation, and two (2) councilmen, all of whom 
shall be elected at large by the qualified voters of the Chitimacha 
Tribe. 

Sec. 2 . Qualifications . All officers and councilmen (members of 
the council) must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age and 
members of the tribe. If either the chairman, vice-chairman, or 
secretary-treasurer moves his residence from the reservation, he 
shall automatically lose his office. Such vacancy shall be filled 
pursuant to Article VI, Section 6. 


ARTICLE VI - ELECTIONS 

Section 1 . Annual elections shall be held on the second Saturday 
in June to fill vacancies on the council resulting from the expira- 
tion of the two-year terms of office. Officers and councilmen, 
hereinafter referred to as members of the tribal council, shall be 
elected by secret ballot. A majority of those voting shall be 
necessary to effect election. 

Sec. 2 . Entitlement to vote . Any tribal member, male or female, 
eighteen (18) years of age or over, shall be entitled to vote in 
any election, except in elections to adopt or amend this consti- 
tution. Participation in elections to adopt or amend this 
constitution shall be limited to those who are twenty-one (21) years 
of age or older. No person shall be permitted to vote in any 
election unless he is duly registered. 

Sec. 3 . Election Ordinance . The tribal council shall enact an 
ordinance governing the conduct of tribal elections and ref erendums , 
provided that such election ordinance shall provide for voter 
registration, secret balloting, absentee voting, and procedures 
for settling election disputes. 

Sec. 4 . First Election . Within four (4) months after the approval 
of this constitution, the chairman of the present council shall 
call a special election for the purpose of electing the members of 
the tribal council. The present council shall appoint an election 
board of three (3) persons to supervise the first election of 
members of the tribal council under this constitution. The board 
shall prescribe rules and regulations for conducting such election, 
which shall be by secret ballot. After the first election, the 
members of the tribal council shall be elected in accordance with 
Section 3 of this Article. 





Sec, 5 . Terms of Office . The newly elected members of the tribal 
council shall be installed in office on the first day of the month 
immediately following the election, or as soon thereafter as 
practicable, and shall hold office for a term of two (2) years and 
until their successors are duly elected and installed. 

In the first election following the effective date of this constitu- 
tion, the chairman and vice-chairman shall be elected to serve 
until the installation following the 1973 election. The remaining 
members of the council shall serve until those elected in 1972 are 
installed. Thereafter, there shall be annual elections during the 
month of June and all members of the council shall be elected for 
two (2) year terms. The chairman and vice-chairman's terms shall 
expire in the odd numbered years, while terms of the other three (3) 
council members shall expire in even numbered years. 

Sec. 6 . Vacancies . If a vacancy occurs in the membership of the 
tribal council, that body shall by majority vote fill such vacancy 
by appointing a tribal member, qualified pursuant to Article V, to 
serve until the expiration of that term of office. 

ARTICLE VII - POWERS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

Section 1 . Enumerated Powers . The Tribal Council of the Chitimacha 
Tribe shall have the following powers subject to any limitations 
imposed by the Statutes or the Constitution of the United States: 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local governments. 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing 
of fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary 

of the Interior. 

(c) To manage, acquire or dispose of, lease, encumber of 
use tribal lands, interest in lands, tribal funds or 
other tribal assets, subject to approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(d) To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of 
tribal lands, interests in land, tribal funds, or other 
tribal assets. 

(e) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to 
all appropriation estimates or Federal projects for the 
benefit of the Chitimacha Indians prior to the submission 
of such estimates, to the Office of Management and Budget 
and to Congress. 
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(f) . To appropriate any available tribal funds for the be 
of the tribe. 


nefit 


(g) To supervise and manage tribal economic affairs and ' 

enterprises in accordance with this constitution and a 
corporate charter, which may be issued by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 


(h) To pass and enforce ordinances and rules and regulations 
which shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, providing for the management of tribal 
lands or other tribal assets, including the making and 
revoking of assignments, disposition of timber, oil and 
mineral resources, except that this article shall not 
conflict or interfere in any way with the provisions of 
Article IV. 


ARTICLE VIII - REFERENDUM 


Upon, receipt of a petition signed by twenty percent (20%) of the 
registered voters of the Chitimacha Tribe, or upon request of a 
majority of the members of the tribal council, any enacted or 
proposed ordinance or resolution of the council shall be submitted 
to popular referendum, and the vote of the majority of the registered 
voters, voting in such referendum, conducted pursuant to Section 3, 
Article VI, shall be conclusive and binding upon the tribal council. 


. ARTICLE IX - BILL OF RIGHTS 

The protections guaranteed to individual tribal members by Title II 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 77) against actions of a 
tribe in exercising its powers of self-government, shall apply where 
appropriate to members of the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana. 


ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS 

Section 1 . This constitution may be amended by a majority of the 
registered voters of the Chitimacha Tribe, as provided in Section 2 
of Article VI, voting in an election authorized for that purpose 
by the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative, 
provided that at least thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to 
vote shall cast ballots in such election; but no amendment shall 
become effective until it is approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior. Such election shall be conducted pursuant to the 
Secretary's regulations. 
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Sec. 2 . It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to 
authorize an election on any proposed amendment at the request of 
the council or upon receipt of a. petition signed by one-fourth (1/4) 
of the registered voters of the Chitimacha Tribe who are twenty-one 
(21) years of age or over. 

BYLAWS 
OF THE 

CHITIMACHA TRIBE OF LOUISIANA 


ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 . The chairman shall preside over all meetings of the 
council. He shall perform the usual duties of a chairman and 
exercise any authority delegated to him by the council. 

Sec. 2 . The vice-chairman shall assist the chairman when called 
upon to do so and in the absence of the chairman he shall preside 
over the meeting. When presiding, he shall have all the rights, 
privileges, duties and responsibilities of the chairman. 

Sec. 3 . The secretary-treasurer of the council shall conduct all 
tribal correspondence, and shall keep an accurate record. of all 
matters transacted at council meetings. It shall be his- auty to 
submit promptly to the Superintendent, copies of all minutes of 
regular and special meetings of the council. He shall accept, 
receipt for, preserve and safeguard all tribal funds coming into 
his custody by virtue of his office. He shall deposit all funds 
in such depository as the council shall direct. He shall make and 
preserve a faithful record of such funds and shall report all 
receipts and expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds 
in his custody at each meeting of the tribal council. An audit of 
accounts shall be made at such time as the tribal council or the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs may require. All checks drawn upon 
tribal funds must bear the signature of the chairman and the 
secretary-treasurer. Neither shall disburse any funds except by 
resolution of the council. The secretary-treasurer shall receive 
a salary of $1.00 per year or such other sum as the tribal council 
may direct. He shall be required to give bond satisfactory to the 
council and to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The cost of 
the bond shall be paid out of tribal funds. 

Sec. 4 . The duties of all committees or boards appointed by the 
tribal council shall be defined by resolution of the council at 
the time of their creation or appointment. Such committees and 
boards shall report to the council from time to time as required, 
and their activities and decisions shall be subject to review by 
the council. 
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ARTICLE II - MEETINGS 


Section 1 . Meetings of the tribal council may be called by the 
chairman at his discretion and must be called by him upon request 
of a majority of the council. Ten days notice of meetings must 
be given by the chairman in the manner determined by the tribal 
.council. The notice shall state the purpose of the meeting. 

Sec. 2 . General Tribal Meeting . A regular general tribal meeting 
shall be held each year on the second Saturday in June. Special 
general tribal meetings may be called at the discretion of the 
chairman of the tribal council and must be called by him upon a 
petition signed by at least twenty percent (20%) of those members 
entitled to vote at tribal elections. The chairman of the tribal 
council, or in his absence the vice-chairman, shall preside at all 
general tribal meetings. The meeting shall be widely noticed ten 
days in advance. The purpose of the meeting shall be included in 
the notice, A majority of the adult members present shall decide 
on issues considered. 

Sec. 3 . Quorum . A majority of the full membership of the tribal 
council, i.e., three (3) of the five (5) members, shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of any tribal business. 

Sec. 4. C onduct of Meetings . The tribal council shall conduct 
its meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order except when such 
rules are in conflict with this constitution. 


ARTICLE III - ADOPTION 

This constitution was drafted November 22, 1969, by the following 
council members: Chairman Leonard Stouff, Vice-Chairman Leroy 

Burgess, Secretary-Treasurer Leslie Proctor, Councilman Alvin Vilcan, 
and Councilman Archie Vilcan. When adopted by a majority vote of 
the registered voters of the Chitimacha Tribe voting in a special 
election authorized by the Secretary of the Interior in which at 
least thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote, 
shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his approval 
and shall be in force from the date of such approval in accordance 
with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 
(48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OP ELECTION 


Pursuant to an election authorized by Acting Associate Commissioner, 

Flore Lekanof of Indian Affairs on June 23, 1970, under delegated 
authority, the attached Constitution and By-Lavs of the Chitimacha 
Indians of Louisiana vas submitted to the qualified voters of the 
Tribe and vas on November 7 , 1970 duly adopted by a vote of 89 
for, and 6 against, in an election in which at least 30 percent 
of the 139 m embers entitled to vote cast their ballots in 
accordance with Section l 6 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18 , 

I 93 L (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378 ). 



^ohn F. Gordon, Chairman, Election Board 


(0s? ndb 

Emile Stouff, Election' Board Member 

lO C 

Lester Darden, Flection Board Member 


APPROVAL 


i, Harrison locsch Assistant secretary 

of the Interior of the United States of America, by virtue of the 
authority granted to me by the Act of June IS, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), 
as amended, do hereby approve the attached Constitution and Bylavrs 
of the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana. 

Approval Recommended : 

(Sgd) Fiore Lekanof 

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

(Sgd.) Harrises Loescb 

ASsiSlont secretary of the Interior 


Washington, D. C. 

JAK 1 4 1971 


Date: 








zZZZICl 

Z t r 'xl.tr* Lanuley, cartifv that 1 was dasiehatart as acting' Secretary 
of *ha Coushatta Alliance, a Louisiana non-profit corporation, at a 
spud U ^e'in® tf the mcnfcara of tha corporation Hold at St, Pater’s 
Con'-ra^a* lor. i ZnU»n Church In Allan Parish Louisiana on March ir, 1073 
it which \ cuorun of V par cant of tha membership wa* pro sent and 
■tcf n- throughout, and, as such, further eart.ify that attached hareto 
Ic a cony of tha rostated and -wended artlclec of ir.corpcration of said 
lorporation which wars duly id op* a J by a unanimous vota of the membership 
of ‘ha corporation present at tha meeting. 

Thus Done this d ay of March, 19 7 3. 




S23SEB- 


STATE OF LOUISIANA 


PARISH OP JEJTERSON DAVIS 
CITY Or JENNINGS 


EE IT KNOWN, that on this 22nd day of March in tha 
yaar Ona Thousand Nina Hundrad and Sevanty-three, and of tha 
Indapandanca of tha Unitad Statas of America, tha Ona Hundrad 
Ninety-Seventh; 

BETORE ME, Ruth L. Millar, a Notary Public, duly 
authorizad and living in tha Parish and Stata aforasaid, and in 
the presence of the subscribing witnesses personally came and 
appeared! 

ERNEST SICJCEY. acting as vice President of 
Coushatta Indian Tribe of Allan Parish, Louisiana, 
a Louisiana non-profit corporation having its 
registered office in Elton, Louisiana; 

who did declare that pursuant to that resolution adopted by the 

Trustees of coushatta Indian Tribe of Allan Parish, Louisiana, 

and approved by the affirmative vote of more than two- thirds (2/3) 

of tha corporation's total SMmberahip on March 10, 1973, on thia 

data ha does hereby execute tha following instrument restating and 


amending tha corporation' a articles, so that thay read as follows i 
ARTICLE OR 
prsigyATios 

This corporation shall be known aa “THE COOSMATTA 

ALLIANCE* . 

ASTXCLS TWO 

rVW9fM NKL ram 


A* flw corporatism Mall amu.nl a* er 


.•ml preserve the cultural heritage of the Couehatta people*) 
disseminate to the general public educational material* relating 
to the hiatory and culture of Louisiana Indian*) and encourage the 
ethnic unity of Louisiana's Indian citizens. To fulfill this pur- 
pose, the corporation may conduct such programs under its own 
auspices or distribute fund* to othsr tax-exempt entities organised 
and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, 
literary or educational purpoees. 

B. Tha corporation may administer grants mads by 
Federal and stata agencies for hsalth, dental and related services 
for the Coushatta Indian people. 

C. The corporation shall possass all othar powers, 
rights, privileges, capacities and immunities that non-profit 
corporations ars authorized and may hereafter be authorized to 
possess under the constitution and laws of Louisiana. 

ARTICLE THREE 
DOTATION 

Tha corporation shall have and enjoy perpetual existence. 

ARTICLE FOOT 

RESTRICTIONS 

A. The corporation ia a non-profit corporation as 
defined in Section 201(7) of Title 12 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes. Mo pert of the net earnings or othsr assats of the cor- 
poration shall inuri to the benefit of any private shareholder or 
individual, and it shall never engage in propaganda, or otherwise 
atteecrc to influence legislation, nor shall It participate in. or 
intervene in, say political campaign on behalf of e candidate f»* 
public office. In the event mi diene let len •* Upwidet ten. *U Of 
the eeeete ef the cerperatia* -bail be *eli »rd »a sat et «** 


that 


fl) folly aempt 


r--Ucr.ll internal Revenue Laws, and. (2) devoted to purposes 
consistent with the objects and purposes of this corporation. 

8. The corporation shall distribute its income for each 
taxable year at such time and in such manner as not to become sub- 
ject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by Section 4942 of 
the Internal Revenue code of 1954. or corresponding provisions of 
any subsequent rederal Tax laws. 

C. The corporation shall not engage in any act of self- 
dealing as defined in Section 4941 (d) of t’e Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal 
tax laws. 

D. The corporation shall not retain any excess business 
holdings as defined in Section 4943 (c) of the Internal Revenue 
code of 1954. or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal 
tax laws. 

£. The corporation shall not suite any investments in 
such manner as to subject it to tax under section 4944 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or corresponding provisions of any 
subsequent Federal tax laws. The corporation shall not invest in 
securities on margin, commodity futures, puts, calls, straddles, 
warrants, spreads, strips, straps, special options, loans unattrac- 
tive to ordinary commercial sources or stocks classified as a high- 
risk investment by recognised security analysts. The corporation 
may invest in good grade bonds, cornea and preferred stocks listed 
on the Mew York stock exchange or the American Stock exchange > pro- 
vided that such securities shell not have defaulted in interest or 
divided payment# for a period of floe years Mediately preceding 
their acquisition by the eorporet lorn, the corporatism may Arne*** 
in baited States of America govo rre as mt hoods, OOtad, Ot lUkl 


tamssl funds) * 



• » oil the limitations aforementioned, in bank or trust company 
disc rat ionary common trust funds, 

r. The corporation shall not tasks any taxabls expen- 
dituras as defined in Saction 4944 (d) of tha Intsrnal Ravanus 
Code of 1954 or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal 
tax laws. 


ARTICLE FIVE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The corporate powers and management of this corporation 
shall be vested in and exercised by a Board of Trustees consisting 
of not less than three members. The following persons shell com- 


pose the initial board of trustees and each shall serve for *he 


term set opposite his namst 

Martin Abbey 
Ray Poncho 
Ernest Sickey 
J. S. Langley 
Walter Williams 


one year 
One year 
Two years 
Two years 
Three years 


and successors shall be elected at the annual meeting of the 
corporation membership for a three year tens of office. 


B. The Board of Truataas shall hava tha power to mIu, 
alter and annul By-Laws, rules and regulations for tha government 
of the affairs of tha corporation and to amend these Articles of 



IMurd may 1* represented by any other Trustee, or any other 
person, who may cast the vote of the absent Truetee, according 
to the written instructions, general or special, of the absentee. 

D. The Trustees shall receive no ‘ compensation but 
shell be entitled to reasonable expenses for lodging, food and 
travel incurred on behalf of the corporation. 

ARTICLE SIX 
MEMBERSHIP 

A. The corporation shall not issue stock but shall 
have two classes of membership. 

B. The members of this corporation shall consist of 
all persons of one-quarter (1/4) degree or more coushatta Indian 
blood, residing in the State of Louisiana. In the event the 
Secretary of the Interior approves a constitution and set of By- 
Laws for the Coushatta Indian Tribe of Louisiana, than the members 
of that tribe as defined in such constitution and By-Lawa ah a 11 
thereafter constitute the membership of the corporation. 

C. Persons contributing services or property to the 
corporation in accordance with terms and conditions eat forth by 
the Board of Trustees shall be eligible for honorary m e mbe rships. 
Eligible persons may be elected by a majority vote of the Board 
of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall designate the rights, 
privileges and responsibilities of honorary mamto erar provi d e d that 
the corporate authority shall vest in the Board, the honorary mass- 
here shall heve no voting rights and corporate services limited to 
Indians shall not be extended to honorary m em be r*. 

D. The members shall held an anneal swsetieg at e plasm 
to be designated by the board of Treateee. am dune S ef each |»W. 
or if that day occurs am e —h en * «r legal holiday, am the ***** 
dor thereafter net a MosSey, Saturday er la p s! holiday* Spool*! 


U 


rauetmu* of ths membership may b* called by the Board of Ttuatos* 
at any cun or pise* designated. 

ARTICLE SEVEN 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

contribution* mad* from tima to tin* to thla corporation 
for it* usa in furtharanc* of ita objacta or membership faaa, or 
othar charges incidant to membership may ba uaad to carry out 
tha objacta and purpoaa* of fchia corporation, or, in tha diacration 
of tha Board of Truataaa, stay ba amployad or invastad so that tha 
ravanuea therefrom may ba uaad to carry out tha objacta and pur- 
posaa of thia corporation, provided however, that these investments 
shall ba converted and uaad as required to carry out tha objects 
and purposes of this corporation. 

ARTICLE EIGHT 
HAKES AUD ADDRESSES 

Tha nans and address** of tha subscribers to these 

Articles of incorporation arsi 

Hartin Abbey, Box 764. Elton, Louisiana 

Ernest Sickey, Box 664, Elton, Louisiana 

Ray Poncho, Rout* 2, Box El, Elton, Louisiana 

J. 0. Lang lay. Box 732, Elton, Louisiana 

Waltar Williams, General Dali vary, Elton. Louisiana 

ARTICLE Bin 

s m s a s& sm si 

The principle location and tha post office address of 
tha corporation** registered office isi Bitom, Louisiana, Post 
Office Box 6*4. 


urtczj t*» 

HBfTTO MaSI 

Tb* full am tm and past offic* a dtt n s a a oa •« It# 
agents sra« Srm**t Slcteey. mm *04, fit am. l e w l S l a m * , mil 
J, B. LMBBloy, Beat tfS* fiiw. L omMM sns, mil 


ARTICLE ELEVEN 


»-Maa 

Tht Board o f Truataas shall, at any Baiting with a 
quorum prasant, hava tha pc war to jaaka, anand and rapaal by-law* 
for tha govarning and r« 9 ulatlng of tha affairs of tha corporation, 
providad only that sama ba not inconsistant with tha Artlclas and 
Louisiana law. All actions ralatlng to tha by-laws shall raqulra 
a two-thirds (2/3) vota of trustaas prasant and voting. 

THUS DONE AND SIGNED bafora ma, Notary, and undarsignad 
compatant witnassaa on tha data abovamantlonad, aftar dua raiding 
of tha whola. 



MDTAjftf maze 


:^y?^r:A i :div; miz if avjp ja^isi^ipvuia & 

~.T\?Z ?? Lf*. !31 A:Ai 

-aus:: ?? 

23 IT STOVh' thot on this the JSL day of 
'•-of or-' r.a, thn undersigned authority, a Notary Public In and for 
th’* Ttete sr.i I’nrish aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualified, 
personally car.* er.d appeared V-ARTTI A33ST . RVISST 31CKEY . 
nnd J. C. LA'PLEY . members of the Coushotta Indian Trlba of Allen 
j|?*rlsh, whose names are hereunto subscribed, all of full age, who 
.(cover? 11 y declared that, avnlTlng theaaalves of the benefits and 


(•provisions of the tcnstitutior. • 


the State of Louisiana end the 


, flaws of said Stite relative to the organisation of non-profit 


,1 


sorpcratlms, nd particularly of the provisions of "»S. 12:2C1- 
:■'? i -.elusive, a* amended, the. have united to form, and do by 
.‘hese presents form ->.nd orfonixe themselves, as well ns all other 
persons who may herosfter jolr. or become associated with them 
;r their successors. Into a non-profit corporation for the objects 
purposes and under the covenants, stipulations and arreeoents 
following, to-wit» 

ARTICLE I 
**AM£ .. 

The name of this corporation is "COVSHAfTA .ITCIA'T TRIBE 0? 


ALLEN ■ 






-II 


r 


h 112X331 

jj This corporation is organised In order *s farther She »««- 

ii nooic develorsen* of the tribe by conferring e,*m the seid trlW f 
tt l 

1J certs in corporate rights, powers, privileges »«* iMMmltleo* U * 

secure for the men bare cf the tribe *n erewced e«*n»*i« 
t R e itirtl.tr. It. »rd*r the* the tribe ess be* mm* tliftlU fer the 
receipt n*4 benefits of certain e rente eng/or -mmmf* tmm iH* 


ITc.iefr.l Tcvemment a« well as foundation grants and *.o do any ui: i 
jirll thingo which o non-profit corporation Is sntltlsd to under the : 
I liws of the State of Louisiana. 

This corporation Is a non-profit corporation as defined In 
; Section 201 subsection 7 of Title 12 of the Revised Statutes afore- 
; said ss ammended. to part of the net earnings or other assets of 
; this corporation shall inure to the benefit of any privets share- 
holder or Individual. 


j! MIM 

jl This corporation shall enjoy corporate existence for the 

•jnaxlaura period presently permitted, or which may hereafter be per- 
mitted by Louisiana Law, 


j The principle location and the post office address of th 

i corporation's registered office 1st Elton, Louisiana, P. 0. 


| The full name end poet office add re as e ( of the registered 

| ogente arsi Smeit Slcfcey, Sox 664, Elton, Louisiana 
J. 3. Langley, 3ox ?64, Elton, Loulalana 


jj This corporation ahall be organised on a non-profit baala, j 

j {without the leeuonee of atoek or aemberahlp certifies toe. \ 

jl im&t YU ! 

jl ^USETJSKT T \ 

The aewbership of thle corporation ahall bo tseptiM of *11 „ 

‘‘the owebere of the Ceuenette Indian Tribe of alien fori eh, Loeielen*, 


:h« carporato powers and management of thi3 corpora ‘.ion 
,>ch*»ll he vested in, and exercised by, a board of director! of three 
'If 3) nenbers, to be elected annually, at a general meeting of the 
•jrr.embers, on June 1st in each year, Beginning with the year 1973, to 

jjbe held at the registered office of the corporation, or at such 

i! 

{other place within or without the State of Louisiana, as nay be 
jprovided in the by-laws, 

j At ail elections for directors, as well as at ell other 


•Leetlngs of the members, each member shall be entitled to one vote, 

[[and ? majority of all such members shall decide all elections or ahyl 

! 

• iqueation conir.g before anv such meeting, I 

jj Any vacancy occurring among the directors of this corporationj 

V; death, resignation or otherwise, shall be filled, b; election for| 
lithe unexpired term, at the next regular or special meeting of the j 
bboard of directors. * j 


|| Failure to elect directors annually shall not dissolve this j 

jjcorporatlon nor impair Its corporats sxlstsncs or management, but | 

([the directors then in office shall remain In office until their suc-j 
(Lessors shall have been duly elected and Installed. j 

I 

;• A majority of the directors shall constitute a quoruai and j 

|L quorum ahall be necessary to consider any question that may come , 

ii s 

[[before any meeting of the directors. If e quorum is not present at • 

!m duly assembled mss ting, s majority of (Hess present msy adjourn 

jj 

i>the meeting from time to time, but msy Ml trsnssst sny stbsr 

|i * 

.’buelness until s quorum Is secured. A qua rum being prwsemt, tt* 
[affirmative vste of s majority mf **• Streets re present smell »* | 

[necessary ts dee Id# any questions, ! 


• r dire^trs ahull h*va the power zz wtfcr, .-.It": 
j > •*J*h ''•-1.V73, and regulations ’’or the “Ovcrr..*u»nt 

■j -£ = Vr= of this corporation -»* It nay deem propers 

j[ Cperlsl meeting* of the nenbere of thie corporation may be 

t| oiled st such tines »nd places na determined by the board of 
'! directors ->r by the president. 

|| 

Considering the purposes harelnabove sst forth, the first 

jjdoard of Directors shall consist of the following persons who shall 

•j serve until their successors are elected and qualified! 

'I .'lartin Abbey, Box 764, SI ton, Louisiana 

i! Ernest Slckey, 3ox 664, Elton, Louisiana 

l! "Jay Pbnch:, ."’.oute 2. Dox 81, Elton, Louisiana 

;* J. C. Langley, Sox 764, Elton, Louisiana 

•j Walter Will lama, General Delivery, Elton, Louisiana 

-he tine, place and manner of calling, notice requirements 

! and formalities cf conducting meetings of t.he Board of Directors, 

j quorun requirements and proxy representation ehall be as prtscribad 

; by the by-laws. 

!} 
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The officers of the corporation shall be a President, a 
| Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer who shall ail be elected 

i by the Board of Directors. Their terms of office, succeasion privl* 

• leges, duties, responsibilities and authority shall be se eatab- 
j; llshed by the by-laws. | 

ij A1TICLZ X i 

j; 3 Xtmis j 

ji The 3oa rf of Director* shall , at arty o**tlnf srttfc a ymmnm 


J present. have th« power to atke, ***** and repeal ljr*iee« for tfeo * 

1 

{■ (ever* in? of the affair* of tfco teffemltei ^ 





United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

SEP 0 81997 

Mr. Frank Keel 

Area Director, Eastern Area Office 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
3701 North Fairfax Drive - Suite 260 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 

Dear Mr. Keel: 

We have completed our review of the proposed Charter of Incorporation for the Corporate 
Nation, submitted by the Catawba Indian Nation (Nation) to the Eastern Area Office. The 
document was submitted to your office on October 15, 1996, and forwarded to this office 
on May 8, 1997. The proposed charter was accompanied by a resolution adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the Catawba Indian Nation (Executive Committee) on October 4, 
1996, requesting the Secretary of the Interior to issue a Charter of Incorporation to the 
Tribe pursuant to Section 17 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984), as amended. 

The Charter of Incorporation for the Corporate Nation, an enterprise of the Catawba Indian 
Nation, State of South Carolina, does not appear to contain any provision that is contrary 
to applicable Federal law. As evidenced by the signature on the Certificate of Approval, 
the enclosed Federal Charter of Incorporation for the Corporate Nation is hereby approved. 
It shall become effective on the date of ratification by the Executive Committee. Nothing 
in the approval of the Charter of Incorporation shall be construed as authorizing any action 
that would be contrary to Federal law. 

Upon ratification of the Charter by the Executive Committee, please provide this office with 
three (3) clear copies of the original document and the resolution of ratification. Please 
deliver the enclosed approved original of the Charter of Incorporation to the Nation for 
safekeeping. 

Sincerely, 


Ada E. Deer 

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

Enclosure 

cc: Assistant Solicitor - Tribal Government and Alaska 





FEDERAL CHARTER OF INCORPORATION 


ISSUED BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

TO THE 

CATAWBA INDIAN NATION 
FOR 

THE CORPORATE NATION 
A FEDERALLY CHARTERED CORPORATION 


The Secretary of the Interior, pursuant to the authority vested in him by Section 17 
of the Indian Reorganization Act, 25 U.S.C. § 477 (the "Act"), hereby issues this Federal 
Charter of Incorporation to the Catawba Indian Nation ("the Nation") for the purposes, with 
the powers, and subject to the terms and conditions herein set forth. 


ARTICLE ONE: NAME AND STATUS 

1.1 The name of the corporation is The Corporate Nation. 

1.2 The Corporation is organized, incorporated and grants its powers, privileges and 
immunities under the laws of the United States as a federally chartered Indian business 
corporation. 

1 .3 The Corporation is a distinct legal entity wholly owned by the Catawba Indian Nation 
and its corporate activities, transactions, obligations, liabilities and property are not those 
of the said Nation. 


ARTICLE TWO: PURPOSES 

The purposes of this corporation are as follows: 

2.1 To engage in any type of lawful business, enterprise or venture; and 

2.2 To promote the economic development of the Catawba Indian Nation; and 

2.3 To enable the Nation to be self-sufficient and to provide economic support for 

members of the Catawba Indian Nation. 



ARTICLE THREE: POWERS 


The Corporation has power to: 

3.1 To adopt, use and alter, at its sole discretion, a corporate seal. 

3.2 To engage in any lawful business permitted to a corporations organized under 25 
U.S.C. § 477, as amended. 

3.3 To purchase, take by gift, bequest, lease or otherwise, and to own, hold, manage, 
operate, use and otherwise deal in and with real or personal property of every description, 
or any interest therein, wherever situated, including the power to purchase restricted Indian 
lands and to issue in exchange therefore interests in corporate property. 

3.4 To buy, sell, lease, and otherwise acquire and maintain buildings, offices, shops and 
other appurtenances proper and necessary for the carrying on of said business. 

3.5 To carry on its business either within or without the exterior boundaries of the 
Catawba Indian Reservation. 

3.6 To sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, transfer or otherwise dispose 
of all or any part of its corporate property or assets, PROVIDED , however, that this 
corporations has no authority to sell or mortgage for a period of time exceeding twenty-five 
(25) years, any trust or restricted land within the exterior boundaries of the Catawba Indian 
Nation. 

3.7 To guarantee, purchase, hold, assign, mortgage, pledge or otherwise dispose of 
capital stock of, or any bonds, securities or other evidence of indebtedness created by any 
other corporation or organization that is in existence under the laws of the United States, 
any state, Indian tribe, nation, government or country, and to exercise all the rights, 
privileges and powers of ownership. 

3.8 To enter into and make contracts or agreements of every kind and nature with any 
person, firm association , corporation, municipality, country, nation, Indian Tribe, state or 
body politic, without the approval of the Catawba Indian Nation or the Secretary of Interior, 
except with the use of trust or federally restricted Indian property requires such approval. 

3.9 Subject to the limitations imposed by Article Four of this Charter, to incur debts and 
raise, borrow and secure the payment of any money in any lawful manner, including the 
issue, sale or other disposal of stock, bonds, indenture, obligations, negotiable and 
transferable instruments and evidence of indebtedness of all kinds, whether secured by 
mortgage, pledge, deed or trust or otherwise, without the approval of the Catawba Indian 
Nation or the Secretary of Interior, except when the use of trust or federally restricted 
Indian property requires such approval. 
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3.1 0 To apply for, obtain, register, purchase, lease or otherwise acquire, own, hold, use, 
operate and introduce, and to sell, assign or otherwise dispose of any trademark, trade 
name, patent, invention, improvements and processes used in connection with or secured 
under letters patent, and to use, exercise* develop, grant and give licenses in respect 
thereto. 

3.1 1 To sue and be sued in its Corporate name in courts of competent jurisdiction within 
the United States, PROVIDED , however, that this power does not authorize the levy of any 
judgement, lien, garnishment or attachment upon any property or income of the 
Corporation other that corporate property or income specifically mortgaged, pledged or 
assigned as collateral for its corporate debts or liabilities. 

3.12 To hire, employ or appoint employees, professional advisors, independent contracts 
and agents of the Corporation and define their duties and fix their compensation. 

3.13 To lend or invest money for its corporate purposes and to take and hold real and 
personal property as security for the payment of funds so loaned or invested. 

3.14 To adopt bylaws for the regulation of the internal affairs of the Corporation 
consistent with this Charter, without the approval of the Catawba Indian Nation or the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

3.15 To pay pensions and establish pension and benefit plans, pension trusts, profit- 
sharing plans, and other incentive and benefit plans for any or all of its directors, officers 
and employees. 

3.1 6 To obtain a certificate of authority to transact business in the State of South Carolina 
or any other state as a foreign corporation, and to comply with the applicable state law 
governing foreign corporations. 

3.17 To have and exercise all lawful powers incidental, necessary or convenient to effect 
any or all of the purposes for which the Corporation is organized. 


ARTICLE FOUR: LIMITATIONS ON CORPORATE POWERS 

The Corporation shall have no power to: 

4.1 To expressly or by implication enter into any agreement of any kind on behalf of the 
Catawba Indian Nation. 

4.2 To pledge the credit of the Catawba Indian Nation. 

4.3 To dispose of, pledge, or otherwise encumber real or personal property of the 
Catawba Indian Nation. 
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4.4 To waive any right privilege or immunity of, or release any obligation owned to the 
Catawba Indian Nation. 

4.5 To explicitly or implicitly waive any sovereign immunity or rights of the Catawba 
Indian Nation. 


ARTICLE FIVE: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

5.1 The corporate powers and authorities of this corporation are vested in its Board of 
Directors who shall be appointed by the Executive Committee of the Catawba Indian 
Nation. The Board of Directors shall consist of a total of seven (7) persons and each 
Director shall be vested with full voting power. No less than four (4) board members must 
be enrolled members of the Catawba Indian Nation. A majority of the Board (but not less 
than three members of the Catawba Indian Nation) shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. A majority of a quorum of the Board carries any issue. 


ARTICLE SIX: OWNERSHIP OF CORPORATION 

6.1 This Corporation is wholly owned by the Catawba Indian Nation for the benefit of the 
Nation and its enrolled members and its ownership shall be inalienable. 

6.2 The aggregate number of shares which the Corporation shall have authority to issue 
is 1 ,000 shares with One Dollar ($1 .00) par value. 

6.3 All shares of the Corporation shall be owned by the Catawba Indian Nation for the 
benefit of the Catawba Indian Nation and its recognized members. No individual or legal 
entity other than the Catawba Indian Nation shall acquire any shares of the Corporation. 


ARTICLE SEVEN: CORPORATE BYLAWS 

7.1 This Corporation shall, within ninety (90) days of ratification of this Corporation, 
adopt bylaws which provide for the internal regulations and management of the affairs of 
the Corporation in a manner not inconsistent with Federal or Tribal law or the provisions 
of this Charter. 

7.2 The power to propose alterations or amendments to bylaws is vested in the Board 
of Directors, but such alterations or amendments shall not become operative until 
approved by the Executive Committee of the Catawba Indian Nation. 
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ARTICLE EIGHT: PERPETUAL SUCCESSION 


8.1 This Corporation shall have perpetual succession and this Federal Corporate 
Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered expect by Act of Congress, pursuant to 25 
U.S.C. § 477, as amended. 


ARTICLE NINE: ACCOUNTABILITY 

9.1 The Corporation shall maintain its financial records in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

9.2 The Board of Directors of the Corporation shall no less than quarterly, present 
acceptable accounting statements of all assets and liabilities of the Corporation, as well 
as a report of all actions taken by Corporate Officials. 

9.3 The Corporation shall, within 1 20 days following the close of the Corporation's fiscal 
year, submit to the Executive Committee, as representative of the shareholder, an audited 
financial statement showing the status of the Corporation as of the last day of the 
Corporation's fiscal year. 


ARTICLE TEN: PRINCIPAL OFFICE 

10.1 The principal office of the Corporation shall be located at such locations as 
designated by the Board of Directors. 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: AMENDMENTS 

11.1 This Charter may be amended from time to time as necessary and appropriate by 
the Board of Directors which the concurrence of the Catawba Executive Committee. No 
amendments to this Charter shall become operative until approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior and ratified by a majority vote of the Executive Committee of the Catawba Indian 
Nation. 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: RATIFICATION 

12.1 This Charter, when approved by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, shall be 
effective from and after the date of its ratification by the Executive Committee of the 
Catawba Indian Nation. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 


I, Ada E. Deer, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Indian Affairs, by virtue of the 
authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 1 8, 1 934 (48 Stat. 984, 
25 U.S.C. 477), as amended, and delegated to me by 209 D.M. 8.1, do hereby approve 
this Federal Charter of Incorporation for use by the Catawba Indian Nation and its 
enterprise, THE CORPORATE NATION. It shall become effective upon ratification by the 
Catawba Indian Nation Executive Committee, PROVIDED, that nothing in this approval 
shall be construed as authorizing any action under this document that would be contrary 
to Federal law. 


c \ km 

Ada E. Deer 

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 

Date: ~ C f 7 
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CATAWBA INDIAN NATION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION NO. \o/{o/ l997ft) 
REQUEST FOR ISSUANCE OF CORPORATE CHARTER 


WHEREAS, by a series of actions, the Executive Committee of the Catawba Indian 
Nation has requested the Assistant Secretary of the Interior - Indian Affairs to issue 
a federal charter to the Catawba Indian Nation's THE CORPORATE NATION 
under section 17 of the Indian reorganization Act 25 U. S. C. section 177 which was 
made applicable to al tribes by section 3 (a) of P.L. 101-301, 25 U. S. C. section 478- 
1; and 

WHEREAS, on September_JL^_, 1997 the Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs 
approved and issued the proposed charter for THE CORPORATE NATION, 
subject to final ratification of the charter by the Executive Committee; and 

WHEREAS, on October 4 , 1996 the members of the Executive Committee of the 
Catawba Indian Nation provided final ratification of the said charter by adding 
their signatures to the Certificate of Ratification; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Executive Committee of the 
Catawba Indian Nation that: 

1. The action on Octobe r 4 . 1996 of the members of the Executive 
Committee in adding their signatures to the charter of THE CATAWBA NATION 
is hereby confirmed as the formal action of the Executive Committee, acting as the 
elected governing body of the Catawba Indian Nation, thus finally ratifying the said 
charter as issued according to its terms and effective as stated therein ; and 

GilbenBIue, Chief 7 


Dated: October, j D 1997 



CERTIFICATION 


I, the undersigned, Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Catawba Indian 
Nation, hereby certify that the Executive Committee is composed of seven members 
of whom five, constituting a quorum, were present at a meeti ng ^h ereof, duly 
called, noticed, convened and held this /A day of J ^ , 1997 that 

the foregoing resolution was duly adopted at such meeting by the affirmative vote of 
7-0 members and that said resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any 
way. 


— 

Carson Blue, Secretary/Treasurer 



